
Ponderay Newsprint Company 
422767 SR 20, Usk, WA 99180-9771 
(509) 445-1511, FAX: (509) 445-1233

December 7, 2018 

Chris Hladick 
Regional Administrator 
EPA Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code RA-210 
Seattle, WA. 98101 

Re: Request for Extension of Comment Period on EPA Proposal To Adopt Federal 
Implementation Plan for the Kalispel Reservation (Docket ID No. EPA-R10-OAR-
2017-0347) 

Dear Mr. Hladick: 

I am writing on behalf of Ponderay Newsprint Company (PNC) to request a 31 day extension of 
the comment period on the above-referenced proposed rule.  On October 31, 2018 EPA 
published notice in the Federal Register of its proposal to redesignate the Kalispel Reservation as 
a PSD Class I area.1  PNC owns and operates a newsprint mill in Usk, Washington, located 0.8 
miles from the nearest point on the Reservation.  PNC is concerned that this redesignation could 
limit PNC’s ability to modernize operations at the mill, and curb opportunities for other 
businesses to locate in Pend Oreille County. 

The comment period on the proposal is scheduled to end on December 14, 2018.  PNC intends to 
comment, focusing on whether the proposal satisfies the requirements imposed on EPA and on 
the Tribe by 40 CFR 52.21(g).  To inform its comments, PNC submitted a FOIA request to EPA 
on July 11, 2018, soliciting communications between EPA and the Tribe related to the 
redesignation proposal.  EPA has produced three installments of records responsive to this 
request, but has not yet completed its response.  The most recent update from Tim Hamlin to our 
counsel advises that “We will complete our response to your request . . . by December 30, 
2018.”2  

The records produced to date have been strongly relevant to the requirements set forth in 40 CFR 
52.21(g), and the subject matter of PNC’s comments.  Accepting the validity of Region 10’s 
commitment that EPA will complete its response to our FOIA request by December 30, a 31 day 
extension to Monday January 14, 2019 would enable PNC to incorporate relevant information 
from the FOIA response into its comments. 

1 83 Fed. Reg. 54691(October 31, 2018). 

2 Letter of November 15, 2018 from Tim Hamlin, Director, Region 10 Office of Air and Waste 
to Matthew Cohen (copy enclosed). 



Mr. Chris Hladick 
December 7, 2018 
Page 2 
 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this request.  We look forward to your reply.  Please contact 
Matthew Cohen, Stoel Rives, at 206 386-7569 or matthew.cohen@stoel.com with any questions. 

 

Very truly yours,  

 

Myron Johnson 
General Manager 
 
Cc: Rep. Cathy McMorris-Rodgers 
 Steve Kiss, Pend Oreille County Board of Commissioners 
 Brett Dugan, Office of Regional Counsel 
 Tim Hamlin, Region 10 Office of Air and Waste 
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